Founded in 1985, PartyTime Machines
hus been bringing people toyether
through food und fun, and helpiny ruise
money for good cuauses, for more than
two decudes. Originally started as a smaill
operdation providing yogurt machines to
cufeterius, Party Time Machines now rents
u wide vuriety of food dund beveruyge
machines, us well us yenerutors, for
schools, funhdraisers, corporate events,
curnivals, und private puarties, to ensure
that your event is a smaushing success.

Ownher Ren Culderheud is u former
Marine with d big heurt und uniyue per-
spective on life. *I went from mulfimillion-
uire to homeless ut uge 60,” he says. “But
I’M dlso a grandpu und my daughters are
teachers. | feel that helping is my job.” In
that regard, he is committed to helpiny
schools ruise funds to supplement their
budgets, becuuse he knows what it’s like
to struggle.

Ren’s machines had been in the
cufeterius of some of Silicon Valley’s most
profituble high tech corpordations, “invisi-
bly” linked to their success. As lony us
those compdunies were doing well, so wus
Ren. And then everything went crazy.
Powerful high tech compunies beyun
folding like lawn chairs. Quirky “only in
Silicon \Valley” employee perks like soft
serve ice creum muchines in the cufete-
rias becume the subject of woeful
“remember when” cohversations s
budgets were slushed to the bure bones.
Someone shot out the wheels on the Fun
Bus und it dll cume to u yrinding halt like
the truffic on Highway 101 ut 4 p.m. on u
Friday.,

But Ren dusted himself off, took < look
ut whut he still had, and rebounded from
the Dot Com Bust by reinventing it dll
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aguin, With un extensive inventory of
eqyuipment, he beygyun renting it out. Now
anyohe could have machines that served
margaritas, slushies, smoothies, coffee
and mochu crémes ut their hext puarty. Or
how ubout soft serve, popcorn, snokones,
cotfton cundy, soft pretzels, hachos and
hot doys for their school curnival? Ren
could even rent chocolute fountuins for
decudent, elegyunt enfertuining. That was
dll well und good, but dfter seeiny so
many schools fall on hard times the sume
wuy he had, he wunted to yive buck to
his community.

So he developed u proyrum thut
dllows schools to rent eyuipment at u dis-
counted rute so they cun keep even
more of the money they rdise through
speciul events. He doesn’t want to be
mauking u huye profit while schools ure
strugyling to buy books und other heces-
sities for their students, so Ren keeps prices
low. In fact, he says, “l've been in business
since 1985 und I've only had a $10 price
increuse.” He believes that if you treut
people well and with respect, they will
reciprocute.

Ren knows the duys of frivolous Dot
Com spending dre over und he’s hot
goiny to yet rich renting shokone
mauchines, but that’s not his motivation.
He prefers 1o see schools succeed in pro-
viding high qudlity educution to students
who muy end up in his shoes one duy. He
laughs that his old fushioned vdlues like
using humor und common courtesy, und
wanting to ygive buck to the community
sometimes seem out of pluce in the elec-
fronic ayge. But he is yuick to udd, “So
we're hot good business people. We're
humun beings.”

(by Dohnau Bush)




